THE SECOND PARTITION
and passed them on to the assembly at Grodno. " Any
longer delay," he intimated, " and the refusal to grant
full powers to delegates will be regarded as a refusal
to treat, and a declaration of hostility. In that case
troops will enter into military occupation of the land
and dwellings of those members of the Diet who oppose
the general will of the nation." And more to the same
effect. But still the Diet remained unwilling to treat with
Prussia.
On September 23, 1793, it was necessary to resort to
sterner measures. The Diet was surrounded by Russian
troops and four of its leaders were arrested and deported.
The assembly demanded their liberation, protesting that
they were now deprived of all freedom of speech and
decision. They were told to sign the treaty, and further
threats were made. An attempt to coerce them further
was met by a resolution proposed by the deputy for
Cracow, protesting against the violation of their liberties
by the Russian ambassador, and proposing complete
silence as their sign of protest. Accordingly, the Assembly
sat for hours in an ominous silence. It was useless for
the Russian ambassador to wait for some open expression
of opinion that could be tortured into a punishable
offence. Against that dead wall of silence his threats fell
harmless.
In the end Sievers was reduced to the expedient of
declaring that their silence implied consent. On this
plea the Prussian treaty was claimed to have been sanc-
tioned, and Prussia took full and formal possession of
her provinces. A last protest was signed by the helpless
king and Diet. " I, the King of Poland," it ran, en-
feebled by age and sinking under the accumulated
weight of so many misfortunes, and we members of the
Diet, hereby dechre that, being unable, even by the
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